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Zermatt in 1915 was a desert. Its busy street was empty. Its shops were 
shut. Half of its hotels were closed, and the other half more than half empty. 
The Zermatt-Visp and Gornergrat railways ran very few trains, and carried a 
very unremunerative number of passengers. Hardly anyone could be seen on 
mountain paths, no one on the peaks.

The circumstances described by Edward Broome, who travelled to 
neutral Switzerland with members of his family, were experienced in 

many Alpine resorts following the outbreak of the First World War. As the 
only English mountaineer in the district Broome did all he could to assist 
the local guides, who had fallen on hard times. He engaged his friends 
Aloys and Josef Pollinger for ascents of the Alphubel and Monte Rosa and 
recommended other guides to interested visitors.

In July a disappointing consequence of the conflict was the disrup-
tion of proposed arrangements to mark the jubilee of the first ascent of 
the Matterhorn. The international committee appointed to supervise the 
arrangements had been unable to meet and the planned celebrations were 
cancelled. 

During the summer progress was made in connection with an important 
project on the north-east, Hörnli ridge of the Matterhorn. After protracted 
negotiations between the Swiss Alpine Club and the commune of Zermatt 
and in the face of much unsettled weather, a small emergency hut funded 
by a donation from the Belgian industrialist Ernest Solvay was constructed 
at a height of some 4000m by the end of the season. 

The bitter fighting in the Dolomites following Italy’s entry to the war 
in May led to the death of one of the great guides in the region. Sepp 
Innerkofler, who had previously distinguished himself by laying a tele-
phone line up the north face of the Kleine Zinne – the Cima Piccola di 
Lavaredo – volunteered to attack a number of Italian troops who had occu-
pied the summit of the neighbouring Paternkofel – the Paterno. Early in 
July Innerkofler succeeded in climbing the peak with other guides but the 
plan ended in tragedy when he was killed on the summit plateau.

In May a major engineering project was completed more than a year 
behind schedule.

A new railway link between France, Switzerland and Italy – the Frasne-
Vallorbe Railway, including the Mont d’Or Tunnel through the Jura – was 
opened for traffic last Sunday without any ceremony.

Serious difficulties were encountered during construction of the line 
including frequent inflows of water in the tunnel, which is 6km in length.

In July celebrations were held to mark the completion of a new Swiss 
mountain railway. The line, nearly 11km long, connects Leuk in the Rhône 
valley with Leukerbad, the resort below the Gemmi Pass in the western 
Bernese Alps.

In the Caucasus, where foreign mountaineers were unable to continue 
their exploration, S Golubev and other Russian climbers completed a 
number of successful expeditions in the central region. After making 
the first ascents of several peaks in the Adyrsu district including Sarikol 
(4160m) and Kichkidar (4370m) they reached the summit of the unclimbed 
Pik Shchurovsky (4259m) above the Ushba plateau by way of the south-
east ridge.

During the year some climbing was possible in other mountain regions 
not directly affected by the conflict. In South Africa W T Cobern and 
other members of the Mountain Club continued their exploration of Table 
Mountain (1087m). Several notable new ascents were completed including 
Africa Corner, Spring Needle and Zig-Zag Route, all outstanding climbs for the 
period.

In South America in September the Norwegian climber Eilert Sundt 

Mount Edith Cavell, Canadian Rockies. (Travel Alberta)



T h e  A l p i n e  J o u r n A l  2 0 1 5286

and a companion almost made the first winter ascent of Aconcagua 
(6959m). After reaching the summit ridge from the Horcones valley they 
were prevented by dangerous snow conditions from completing the short 
distance to the summit.

In New Zealand Conrad Kain commenced his second season in the 
Southern Alps after being invited by the government tourist department 
to join the guiding staff at the Hermitage Hotel. Employed as assistant to 
Peter Graham the chief guide, Kain completed many fine climbs including 
the first ascent of Mount Meeson (2699m), one of the peaks on the Main 
Divide above the Tasman glacier. After returning to Canada he joined 
Albert and Elizabeth MacCarthy’s party to lead a number of successful 
climbs including the first ascent of Jumbo Mountain (3399m), one of the 
high peaks in the Purcell range.

Further north in the Rockies A J Gilmour and E W D Holway made 
the first ascent of the peak later named Mount Edith Cavell (3363m) in 
honour of the British nurse executed in October for assisting Allied soldiers 
to escape from German-occupied Belgium.

In January the death occurred of a famous guide from the Dauphiné. 
Pierre Gaspard père is remembered for his outstanding climbs in the region 
including the first ascents of the western peak or Grand Pic of the Meije 
and the south face of the Barre des Écrins.

An event which aroused considerable interest was the publication of The 
Conquest of Mount Cook and other Climbs by the Australian climber Freda Du 
Faur. The work was reviewed in the Alpine Journal where it was described 
as ‘one of the best and most comprehensive books dealing with the New 
Zealand Alps that have yet been published.’

At the annual general meeting of the Alpine Club in December the Pres-
ident, Lord Justice Pickford, referred to the high cost of the war to the 
Club. During the year five members had lost their lives on active service 
including Bernard Head, killed at Gallipoli in August, whose party had 
made the first ascent of Mount Aspiring (3036m) in the Southern Alps. 
With no end to the conflict in sight Broome spoke for all members when he 
hoped that it would not be long before ‘we shall again be free to flock back 
to the High Alps, free to scramble up our favourite peaks at our own sweet 
will, and free to meet our brethren on common ground.’


